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I am inclined to think that there may be truth in the state-
ment ; Xenophon states that it was possible in his day to
ride down Bustards (the great European species) like part-
ridges, and the ehuckor, which was the partridge the an-
cient Greeks know best, is nowadays ridden down by the
people of Yarkhand. The wild peacock out here has been
actually run down on foot, and the cow-boys in the United
States sometimes ride down the wild turkey.
It may be urged that these latter are short-winged birds,
very different from the large-winged Bustards; but a
much better-winged and lighter bird than any Bustard,
the well known Secretary-bird of South Africa, can
be run down by dogs, its flight, though stately, being
really singularly weak.
The great Indian Bustard is mainly an animal feeder,
eating large insects and small reptiles, including snakes.
Notwithstanding this diet, the young birds and hens are
very good eating, although old cocks are rather coarse.
No doubt, if the breast-cuts of such a bird were cooked as
beefsteaks, the result would be satisfactory. No one
ought to shoot hens of a species like this, which is so harm-
less and increases so slowly. Only one or two eggs are
laid ; these are very large, about three inches long, with "a
more or less olive-green ground and brown patches. The
breeding season is from March to October, and at this time
the male which is polygamous., shows off by expanding
his tail and puffing out his neck, meanwhile uttering a
moaning call. His ordinary or alarm note is described
as resembling a bark or a bellow ; it must be an extra-
ordinary noise, and perhaps it is just as well for the success
of his love affairs that he is able to say with Bully
Bottom <CI will aggravate my voice so, that I will roar you
as gently as any sucking dove. ''

